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Our mission is to advocate, educate, and promote 

societal change for those affected by violence and abuse.
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     …to make a difference in the life a child
          …to imagine a world without child abuse
…to advocate for a child

…to believe in a child

…to fasten a child’s car seat

…to get involved

…to hug a child

…to prevent neglect

…to learn a child’s name
…to listen to a child
…to listen to your heart
…to make a call for help

…to protect a child

…to realize words hurt

…to remove a threat

…to seek assistance

…to stop and take a breath

…to talk to a child and not yell

…to write a child a kind note

…to write your local legislator

…to prevent child abuse

(* From Prevent Child Abuse California)

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 2007

This April we will celebrate the 18th Annual Child Abuse Prevention Month. Please join us in the fight against child abuse by wearing a blue ribbon and by thinking about what you can do in your own life to make a difference in the lives of children.  This year’s theme is “It only takes a Minute”.
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We would like to express our gratitude to you!

We, at Hands of Hope Resource Center, would like to thank all the people and businesses who have donated to our agency since our last newsletter.  Due to privacy concerns, we will no longer be listing individual donations to our agency, unless a special request is made.  We are grateful for all that you do for the victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, 
child abuse and general crime.
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	April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

Wear a teal ribbon to show your support.
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1st Annual Denim Day Thursday, April 5th, 2007
Everyone across the county is urged to break the silence by wearing jeans in honor of National Day to End Sexual Violence.







Denim Day began as part of an international protest of an Italian Supreme Court decision to dismiss charges against a 45 year old rape suspect because his 18 year old victim was wearing jeans at the time of the attack. The court stated that “It is common knowledge…that jeans cannot even be partly removed without effective help of the person wearing them…and it is impossible if the victim is struggling with all her might.” The unpopular verdict became an international symbol of myth-based injustice for sexual assault victims.



	Take Back the Night
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On May 3rd, Hands of Hope Resource Center will celebrate the 15th Annual Take Back the Night at Maple Island Park in Little Falls. Take Back the Night rallies and marches first began in England as a protest against the fear that women encountered walking the streets at night.  The first Take Back the Night held in the United States occurred in San Francisco, 1978.  This year’s focus will be on sexual assault prevention. This event will include guest speaker Linda Walker. She is the mother of 22 year old Dru Sjodin who was kidnapped, raped, and murdered in 2003. Displays will be set up by 6:00 p.m. and the program will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Following the program there will be a candlelight vigil, and a march. Peace Train for Kids will also be available for the kids during the program, and then will walk in the march.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend. For more information, please call Julie at 320-632-1657.

	10th Annual Golf Tournament
Monday June 25th, 2007

Pine Ridge Golf Course
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Please see insert for registration and donation information.
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	HANDS OF HOPE RESOURCE CENTER
	Welcome new staff members

	BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ann Bertoch

Lynn Johnston
Trish Peterson

Lois Stover

Amanda Wooden

[image: image18.wmf]Gene Young

Julia Draxten

Gary Kneisel
	Kristi Anderson is our new Finance and Fund Development Coordinator.  She is a graduate from St. Cloud State with a degree in Marketing.  She has experience in A/P, A/R, payroll processing and quarterly reporting, preparing financial reports, and managing health care and 401(k) plans.  Her most recent position was as an Inside Sales Rep for Atomic Learning.  She lives in Swanville with her husband, Mark, and her 2 daughters, Aspen and Ava.  Her interests include spending time with family, shopping, reading and golfing.  She is thrilled to be joining Hands of Hope!

Patti Larson is our new Community Educator.  Patti returns to Hands of Hope after having the opportunity to stay home with her daughter. Patti previously worked for Hands of Hope as an advocate and supervisor in Todd County.  She will be doing presentations and outreach to interested groups and businesses in both Todd and Morrison Counties.  Patti is married and has a 4 year old daughter

Donna Kaiser-Wike is our new Associate at the Hope Connection Safety Center.  Donna has a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work from Bemidji State University.  She has 2 girls and 2 boys and lives in Long Prairie.  Donna says she really enjoys working with Hands of Hope and the Hope Connection. 
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	STAFF

Stephenie Och,

Executive Director
Kristi Anderson,

Finance & Fund Development Coordinator

Patti Larson,

Community Educator
	

	
	

	MORRISON COUNTY
	

	Kim Yandell,

Domestic Violence/Intervention Project Coordinator
	From the Director’s Desk…

Spring is upon us - a time for growth and renewal.  With the ending of winter we have said goodbye to a long time face in the agency, Dorie Twist, and said hello to a couple of new ones.  In December, we hired Donna Kaiser-Wike to assist with visits in the Hope Connection Safety Center and just this March we hired Kristi Anderson as the Finance and Fund Development Coordinator.  Look at the new employees section for more information!
 
April is a time to show appreciation to those who volunteer their time.  I'd like to say a big thank you to all of our volunteers, but especially to our Board of Directors.  We have a great group of eight Board Members whose time is strictly volunteer.  They give their time for many things and often with little or no recognition.  If you see them, please acknowledge them and the great work they are doing for Hands of Hope!  They are Ann Bertoch, Lynn Johnston, Lois Stover, Amanda Wooden, Gene Young, Julia Draxten, Gary Kneisl, and Trish Peterson.
 
[image: image19.emf]I'd also like to take the opportunity to recognize our staff and the great work that they do.  It has been a busy time since our last newsletter-- many victims have been served, several presentations have been made, and some professional trainings have been provided.  It takes the whole team to accomplish all that we do, and I think we have a great one!  If you see one of them around, be sure to tell them that too!
 
Last but not least, thank you to all of you that provided our agency with donations of time, talent and treasure throughout 
the past few months-- we appreciate each and every contribution!                                      
Stephenie Och                                  

	Deanna Thompson,

Intervention Project Specialist
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Julie Javens,

Abused Children/Sexual Assault Coordinator
	

	Karla Montag,

General Crime & Volunteer Coordinator
	

	
	

	TODD COUNTY
	

	Nicole Beach,

Abused Children/Sexual Assault Coord., & Todd County Supervisor
	

	Connie Nelson,

Domestic Violence/Intervention Project Coordinator
	

	Becky Bruder,

Intervention Project Specialist
	

	
	

	HOPE CONECTION SAFETY CENTER
	

	Bonniejo Kludt, 

Family Coordinator
	

	Phyllis Dobis, Associate
	

	Stacey Kloek, Associate
	

	Donna Kaiser-Wike, Associate
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	APRIL 2007 – Child Abuse Prevention and

	SUNDAY
	1
	MONDAY
	2
	TUESDAY
	3
	WEDNESDAY
	4

	
	
	· 8:30AM Open-Mic on KEYL

· 9:05AM Proclamations in Todd County
	

	8
	9
	10
	11

	
	Volunteer Appreciation Banquet
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	· 9:00AM Proclamations in Morrison County
	

	
15
	16
	17
	18
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	22
	23
	24
	25
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	29
	30
	May 1
	May 2
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	Sexual Assault Awareness Month  
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	THURSDAY
	5
	FRIDAY
	6
	SATURDAY
	7
	OTHER APRIL AWARENESS MONTH HAPPENINGS:



[image: image7]Bibs given to babies born in April at local area hospitals.


[image: image8]“Break the Wall of Silence” displays.

[image: image9]Bookmarks in the public libraries!
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  FUTURE DATES

TO

REMEMBER


Monday, June 25

10th Annual 

Golf Tournament at

Pine Ridge Golf Course

Saturday, October 6

10th Annual

Take Back the Night

in Todd County

October 2007

United Way Giving Campaign

November 2007

4th Annual

Hands of Hope

Community Support Campaign



	*Nat’l Day to End 

Sexual Violence
*9:30 Party Line on KTLF

*1st Annual Denim Day
	
	
	

	12
	13
	14
	

	Staff Retreat 

Office Closed
	Staff Retreat 

Office Closed
	
	

	19
	20
	21
	

	Mini

Mini-Carnival

5PM-7PM
Ages 12 & Under
1st Baptist Church, 
Long Prairie
	
	
	

	26
	27
	28
	

	Common Sense

Self-Defense Class at Little Falls Tae Kwan Do
7PM-8PM, ages 15 & Up
(Must pre-register)


	



	
	

	May 3
	May 4
	May 5
	

	
15th Annual

Take Back the Night

6PM – Maple Island Park,

Little Falls
Speaker: Linda Walker,

Mother of Dru Sjodin
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	Inspire By Example
April 15 through 21, 2007 is National Volunteer Week.  This year’s theme is “Inspire By Example”. This theme truly reflects the power volunteers have to inspire the people they help, as well as to inspire others to serve!

Hands of Hope Resource Center is very fortunate to have volunteers that cover our crisis line.  We have volunteers that serve as on-call advocates on the 24-hour crisis hotline providing support, options, and referrals for victims of crime.  We currently have five volunteer advocates in Morrison County and five in Todd County.  We would like to recognize and honor our volunteers that dedicate themselves to our agency.  They play a very important role in our agency and without them, Hands of Hope would not be able to do this work.  We thank them so much for all they do!  

Submitted by Karla Montag

	National Crime Victims’ Right Week…submitted by Karla Montag
April 22 through 28, 2007 is National Crime Victims’ Right Week.   This year’s theme “Victims’ Rights: Every Victim. Every Time.” reminds us that every victim deserves respect and compassion, assistance to recover from the impact of crime, and full access to the criminal justice system. 

Crime victims have the right to be notified of: content of any plea agreements; changes in the schedule of court hearings; final disposition of the case; any pending appeals, sentence modifications; transfer of the offender; release of the offender; and escape or apprehension of the offender.  

Victims of crime have the right to participate in prosecution, including:  victim impact statements at sentencing; social and economic impact; have input in pre-trial decisions; requesting a speedy trial; bringing support to all hearings; objecting to a proposed plea or sentence; attend the sentencing hearing; and requesting a probation review hearing.      

Crime victims have the right to protection from harm, including: tampering with a witness; not providing victims addresses in court; waiting in a secure area in court; and not being disciplined by employer for testifying.  Crime victims also have the right to apply for financial assistance, reparations, or restitution.

Hands of Hope Resource Center encourages people to remember all crime victims during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week and to remember that behind every crime victim there is a story of trauma and suffering. 



	We’d like to recognize the following individuals and businesses who continue to support victims:

	
	Environmental Care Nursery & Landscaping for making a donation of $100 in the memory of William Fuller.  Thank you for your continued support for the victims we serve.
Wal-Mart for all your generous donations of clothing and supplies for victims!

All the people who attended the Mark Wynn training – YOU make the difference for victims. 
	
	
	We would like to thank Dr. Mackinney

for the excellent care and compassion that was given to a Victim of Domestic Violence.

	
	
	
The Excellent Prosecutor’s Award was presented to Todd Kosovich on 3/14/2007, by Hands of Hope Resource Center, in recognition of his work with Domestic Violence Cases.
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This year’s Community Support Campaign raised $10,148!  Thank you to all who contributed to our 
3rd Annual Community Support Campaign to support the Hope Connection Safety Center.

Raising Internet Safe Kids
Submitted by Julie Javens
“One in seven youth received a sexual approach or solicitation over the internet in the past year.”
(Crimes Against Children Research Center, 2006)

Children are our most valuable asset. We wish to provide them with all the knowledge for success. Unfortunately, the advances in computer technology that allow our children access to new sources of knowledge and cultural experiences are leaving them vulnerable to exploitation and harm by computer sexual predators. These are individuals who attempt to sexually exploit children through the use of online services and the internet. Some predators gradually seduce through the use of attention, affection, kindness and even gifts. These individuals are willing to devote considerable amounts of time, money, and energy in this process. Predators will be aware of the latest music, hobbies, interests, and slang words. Eventually they attempt to gradually lower children’s inhibitions by slowly introducing sexual context and content into their conversations.

What can you do to minimize the chances of online victimization?


1. Communicate about potential online danger.

2. Spend time with your children online.

3. Keep the computer in a common room.

4. Utilize parental control or blocking software.

5. Always maintain access to your child’s online account and check e-mails.

6. Instruct your children:

a. Never arrange a face to face meeting with someone they met online.

b. Never post pictures of themselves online.

c. Never give out identifying information.

d. Never download pictures from an unknown source.

e. Never respond to obscene or suggestive messages

f. Whatever they are told online may not be the truth.

What are the warning signs that your child may be at risk online?
1. Your child spends large amount of time online at night.

2. You find pornography on your child’s computer.

3. Your child receives phone calls from men you don’t know or is making long distance calls to an unknown number.

4. Your child receives packages or gifts from an unknown person.

5. Your child turns the computer monitor off or changes the screen when you come into the room.

6. Your child becomes withdrawn from the family.

7. Your child is using an online account belonging to someone else.

There are dangers in every part of our society. By educating your children to these dangers and taking appropriate steps to protect them, they can benefit from the wealth of information now available on-line.

U.S. Department of Justice, FBI, Cyber Division
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Domestic Violence Investigation & Intervention Training
Submitted by Kim Yandell
Domestic Violence Investigation & Intervention training was held in Morrison County on March 6 & 7, 2007.  Presenter, Mark Wynn, is a national trainer from Nashville, TN.  There were 105 participants, which included law enforcement officers, prosecutors, social service providers, healthcare professionals and victim advocates.  
The training was a huge success and here are some comments from participants:
·  “Mark Wynn is the best domestic violence trainer that I’ve heard in a long time.  It’s great that he can speak from his experience and (that) automatically gains a rapport with the audience.”

· “Excellent training – a must for all involved with domestic abuse victims and offenders – great to hear police perspective vs. advocate perspective – Thank you for sharing your story Mark.”

· “I liked that there were prosecutors, police, social workers, probation, and advocate’s all coming together.  My hope is that we can all work together & help end domestic violence.”
· “Some of the best training I ever had.  Mark had my attention throughout the whole class.”

· “Heard about the training through other partners who have heard Mark speak.  They said this was an excellent training & Mark was very knowledgeable in the field.  Any thoughts of making the training a 2 day course?  Great info.  Thank you for your commitment & your interest in teaching new officers & individuals about domestic assault.”
Topics Mark presented included, but not limited to: DV 101, Beyond the Obvious, Victim and Officer Safety The Impact of Arrest - "Pros and Cons",  Investigating the Strangulation Case, Assessing Threats, Domestic Violence & the Elderly, Finding and helping the “hidden victims”- Responding to Children at the scene, and Civil Liability in Domestic Violence Incidents.

THANK YOU to the following businesses who donated the donuts/rolls, fruit, lemonade and coffee!(Pierz Super Valu-Pierz, (Paul & Kathy’s Grocery Store-Upsala, (Bob & Fran’s Grocery Store-Swanville, (Burger King-Long Prairie and Little Falls, (S.A.V.E. Grocery Store-Long Prairie, (Coborn’s Grocery Store-Long Prairie, (Alco Discount Store-Long Prairie,(Ernie’s Grocery Store-Staples, (Casey’s General Store-Little Falls.
Sponsored by Hands of Hope Resource Center and supported by grant # 2005-WE-AX-0045 awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW), U.S. Dept. of Justice.


Between January 2006 and December 2006 the Minnesota Office of Justice Programs conducted surveys of crime victim service programs, including Hands of Hope Resource Center.  The following is some of the feedback that our agency, based on the 11 completed surveys, received:
· Great people to work with and easy going.

· They treated me with kindness and respect.

· I’m very grateful for your services.

· The advocates are always available and kind.

· 90.9% strongly agreed that the services they or their children received were helpful.

· 81.8% strongly agreed that staff communicated with me in a way that they understood.
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Hands of Hope Resource Center

PO Box 67

Little Falls, MN 56345

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Help, Hope, and Healing

A Publication of:

 Hands of Hope Resource Center 

PO Box 67 -- Little Falls, MN 56345

PO Box 171 -- Long Prairie, MN 56347

Free and Confidential Services to Victims/Survivors
Sexual Assault*Domestic Violence*Child Abuse*General Crime
Supervised Parenting Time and Safe Exchange Center

24-Hour Crisis Line Numbers

1-320-632-4878 (Morrison County) 

1-888-454-4878 (eastern Morrison County)

 1-800-682-4547 (Todd County)

Business Lines
1-320-632-1657 (Morrison) or 1-320-732-2319 (Todd)

1-320-632-5748 (Hope Connection Safety Center)
www.handsofhope.net
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       Join us for a night of family fun!  Todd County Social Services will be hosting their annual pancake supper and Hands of Hope will be offering a free mini-carnival for children ages 12 and under who are accompanied by an adult.  Activities will include things like; face painting, bean-bag toss, craft project and a grand prize drawing.  We hope to see you there!





 National Crime Victims’





Learn to protect yourself!  Develop safety tips, awareness and self-defense moves presented by Master Bryan Schoenberger and Julie Javens.  This self-defense class is sponsored by Little Falls Tae Kwon Do and Hands of Hope in honor of Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  Thursday, April 26 from 7PM-8PM at Little Falls Tae Kwon Do.  Free for females ages 15 and up.  Registration required, call Julie at 632-1657 to register.  
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National Volunteer











