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Our mission is to advocate, educate, and promote societal change for those affected by violence and abuse.
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October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Know the facts.
26 women and 12 children were murdered in Minnesota in 2006 as the result of domestic violence or child abuse.  Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women 2006 Femicide Report
In Minnesota, 37, 010 women and children were served by community advocacy programs for battered women in fiscal year 2006.  Office of Justice Programs, Minnesota Department of Public Safety
5,295 battered women and 5,131 children in Minnesota utilized emergency shelter services in fiscal year 2006.  Office of Justice Programs, Minnesota Department of Public Safety
434 battered women and 535 children in Minnesota utilized emergency hotel-motel housing in fiscal year 2006.  Office of Justice Programs, Minnesota Department of Public Safety
One of every three homeless women in Minnesota is homeless at least in part due to domestic violence.
Wilder Research Center, 2003
During the six months following an episode of domestic violence, 32% of battered women are victimized again.  Bureau of Justice Statistics: Preventing Domestic Violence Against Women
Continued on page 5
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CHILDREN & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:

[image: image7.wmf]Domestic Violence Awareness Month is an important time to remember the children who have been affected by witnessing domestic violence.  Growing up in a violent home is a terrifying and traumatic experience that can affect every aspect of a child’s life.  A 1993 study estimated that 3.3 million children witness domestic violence every year. These children are raised in an environment of fear, shame and powerlessness.  They show signs of attachment disorders, chronic fearfulness, impaired learning abilities and low self-esteem.  These can lead to long term issues such as aggression, depression and social withdrawal.  An overwhelming number of children who are raised in violent homes become either perpetrators or victims in adulthood.  Sadly, children are 15 times more likely to be physically abused in a home where domestic violence occurs.  Children may be injured by objects being thrown or a fist meant for someone else.  The children in our community need you to take a stand against domestic violence.  Report any suspicions of domestic violence to authorities.  Encourage children to resolve issues peacefully.  Violence is a learned behavior which can be unlearned.  Help break the silence and end the cycle of domestic violence.  Submitted by Julie Javens
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Wish List
Please call 320-732-2319 or 320-632-1657 to donate any of the items below.
Thank you for your support!

· Board Games (Candy Land, Trouble, Kerplunk, etc…)

· Diapers (all sizes) & wipes

· Feminine Hygiene products

· Craft supplies (markers, stickers, scissors, construction paper, etc…)

· Locking File Cabinets
· Laundry supplies 

· Cleaning supplies

· Individually wrapped candies

· Juice boxes

· Snacks (cookies and crackers)

· Baby supplies (lotion, shampoo, bottles, toys)
· Personal Needs* – Deodorant, toothpaste, Lotion, Shampoo, Conditioner, Q-tips, Mouthwash

· Pajamas (all sizes)

* When donating personal care products, please provide new products.  Thank you.
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Hands of Hope Resource Center received a grant this summer from the MN Coalition Against Sexual Assault that allowed us to enhance and expand our peer education program, Students Teaching Others Prevention (STOP), that was piloted this past year in Todd County. Funds received allowed us to provide a leadership retreat for high school teens who were interested in participating in this program as peer educators and to develop a media campaign to prevent sexual violence.

The three day retreat was held during the last week of August and during that time we trained 11 teenage girls to be leaders in providing preventative education on teen dating violence and sexual assault. The girls were able to learn more about these issues, hear from a local teen survivor, participate in a self-defense course, a low-ropes challenge course, and they took part in a photo shoot for our media campaign to prevent sexual violence. Additionally, the teens were trained by CLIMB theatre at the end of September to prepare them in working with Hands of Hope to offer interactive theater presentations to local high school students, teachers, and to community members at local events such as Take Back the Night. These youth will also be involved in our “Got Consent? It Does Every Body Good.” media campaign to reinforce our prevention messages.

Hands of Hope is proud to be working with such a dedicated and wonderful group of young women. We are excited about the work that STOP has been doing this year and we believe that the program will both strengthen the individual knowledge and skills of our peer educators and provide much needed prevention messages to the community on sexual violence. Hands of Hope Resource Center is committed to working toward the prevention and elimination of interpersonal violence and we hope that this program can begin a conversation within our community about what each person can do to bring awareness to individual behaviors and societal norms that perpetuate the cycle of violence.  – submitted by Nicole Beach

	Grant Area
	Full Agency
	Morrison County
	Todd County

	Domestic Violence

Community Advocacy Program
	439 Women

23 Men

511 Children

973 Total Clients


	255 Women

15 Men

293 Children

563 Total Clients
	184 Women

8 Men

218 Children

410 Total Clients

	Sexual 
Assault

Program
	46 Adults

69 Children

13 Unknown

94 Secondaries

222 Total Clients


	22 Adults
36 Children

7 Unknown

56 Secondaries

121 Total Clients
	24 Adults
33 Children

6 Unknown

38 Secondaries

101 Total Clients

	Abused  

Children 

Program
	323 Females

279 Males

88 Unknown

457 Secondaries

1,147 Total Clients


	167 Females

134 Males

73 Unknown

244 Secondaries

618 Total Clients
	156 Females

145 Males

15 Unknown

213 Secondaries

529 Total Clients

	General

Crime 

Program
	97 Total Clients
	54 Primaries
43 Secondaries
	NA

	Criminal Justice 

Intervention 

Project
	572 Reports

242  Victims Served

124 Arrests Made

8 Citations

	404 Reports

109 Victims Served

66 Arrests Made

2 Citations
	168 Reports

133 Victims Served

58 Arrests Made

6 Citations

	Hope Connection

Safety Center


	20 Exchanges

321 Supervised Visits
	6 Exchanges

242 Supervised Visits
	14 Exchanges

79 Supervised Visists


Did you know that Hands of Hope Resource Center provides the following?
· Free and confidential.  
· Services to all victims and survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and general crime.  
· A 24-hour crisis line.
· Crisis Intervention, both in-person and over the telephone.
·  A 56-hour training to all staff and volunteer advocates.
· A minimum of 6 hours of continuing education to all staff and volunteer advocates on sexual assault.
· Legal Advocacy.
· Court Watch and Tracking.

· Referrals.

· Emergency Safe Housing.

· Community and School Education.

· Professional Trainings.
· 911 Cell phones for victims.

If you know someone who may need our services, let that person know you care by referring them to one of our 24-hour crisis lines.

	Morrison County 24-Hour Crisis Line

1-320-632-4878/1-888-454-4878
	Todd County 24-Hour Crisis Line

1-800-682-4547



Continued from Page 1
Each year, an estimated 3.3 million children are exposed to violence by family members against their mothers or female caretakers.  Report of the American Psychological Association Presidential Task Force on Violence in the Family
90 - 95% of domestic violence victims are women.   Bureau of Justice Statistics Selected Findings: Violence Between Intimates 
Approximately one in five female high school students reports being physically and/or sexually abused by a dating partner.  Jay G. Silverman, PhD; Anita Raj, PhD; Lorelei A. Mucci, MPH; and Jeanne E. Hathaway, MD, MPH, "Dating Violence Against Adolescent Girls and Associated Substance Use, Unhealthy Weight Control, Sexual Risk Behavior, Pregnancy, and Suicidality," Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 286, No. 5, 2001 
Women of all races are about equally vulnerable to violence by an intimate partner. Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence Against Women: Estimates from the Redesigned Survey 
Events and Dates to Remember


Monday, June 23, 2008

11th Annual Golf Tournament

Long Prairie County Club


Hands of Hope Resource Center

PO Box 67
Little Falls, MN  56345

[image: image2.wmf]
Please call us with any
name or address corrections. 
We deeply apologize for
any discrepancies.

The holidays are just around the corner and once again we are reaching out to local businesses and community members to assist us in helping the families and children we serve during the Christmas season. If you are interested in donating to our gift drive, adopting a family or child, or in helping us wrap and organize the donations we receive please contact us.


     Hands of Hope Resource Center is recruiting volunteers to go through its Volunteer Advocate Training.  The training is a six week; 56-hour training that covers in detail the issues of domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and general crime.  After completing the training, volunteers are qualified to serve as on-call advocates providing support, options and referrals to victims of crime on our 24-hour crisis hotline.  
Please call Karla at 320-632-1657 to sign up for this opportunity.[image: image3.png]
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We would like to welcome to our Todd County office, our


new Domestic Violence/Intervention Project Coordinator, Jamie St. George.  Jamie graduated from Central Lake Community College with a certificate in Latin American Studies.  She has worked as an advocate for The Women’s Center in Brainerd and as an advocate/volunteer coordinator for The Refuge Network in Isanti County.  She enjoys spending time with her family, outings on the weekends and watching action movies. 
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Thank you for making our 


10th Annual Golf Tournament a Success!





94 golfers. 


Net profit of $6,129.56.  


RR Donnelley, ING Direct, American Heritage National Bank, St. Gabriel's Hospital and Lakewood Health System were the 5 corporate sponsors.





Hands of Hope Resource Center’s


11th Annual Golf Tournament will be on:





Monday, June 23, 2008


Long Prairie Country Club








From the Director’s Desk….                       ��





Domestic violence should not happen to anybody.  Ever.  Period.





But it does - and when it does, there is help. 





Maybe you have lived with abuse; maybe you work or live next to someone who is being abused right now. Whoever you are, this is the time to raise your awareness and get involved.  Business owners, day care providers, teachers, salon professionals, co-workers… the list goes on and on.  It is easy to look at domestic violence as someone else’s problem.  The reality is that you know someone who is affected by domestic violence, whether you have identified it yet or not.  





What have you done to take a stand against domestic violence?  We’d love to hear about it!  Send me an email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:administration@handsofhope.net" ��administration@handsofhope.net�.  Thank you for all you do to keep this community safe and I look forward to hearing from you!  


Sincerely,  


Stephenie Och
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4th Annual Community Support Campaign


November 2007 – January 2008
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				Hands of Hope Resource Center


Morrison County Office								Todd County Office


107 Second Street SE – Box 67		Hope Connection Safety Center		33 Second Street SE – Box 171


Little Falls, MN  56345				320-632-5748			Long Prairie, MN  56347


320-632-1657 (Business Line)							320-732-2319 (Business Line)


888-454-4878/320-632-4878 (Crisis Line)	       www.handsofhope.net		800-682-4547 (Crisis Line)
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